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Headteacher’s Update

For our transition from Primary School to 
Maidenhill, we had to create a t-shirt design 

that represented ourselves, using a template. The 
task was to make a paper version, but we made a 
physical t-shirt that we could wear.  

Bel’s design included various different 
patterns to show plays she had been in as she 
loves drama. Finn’s design was based on Xbox and 
some of his other interests such as rugby.
Finn Spence and Bel Salisbury, 7FHCV

My name is Lily Smith and I 
am a fairly new student at 

Maidenhill secondary school. 
Let’s go back to my first day. 

I felt a bit nervous walking into 
an enormous school, with no idea 
what to expect. I sat in the hall with 
the other Year seven students and 
carefully listened to the assembly 
Mrs Wilson held. After she had 

Transition Task

The first day of a new lifestyle

Life in school since September 
has been markedly different 

to any other year and I have been 
impressed with how students and 
staff have adapted to our new 
health and safety regimes. It is 
really important for students to 
be in school and make up the lost 
teaching from the first lockdown, 
but I am equally grateful that 
families are following government 
guidelines and keeping students at 
home when necessary, helping to 
keep our school as safe as possible.

During the first lockdown, it 
was evident that students needed 
their teachers. It is clear now we 
are back in school, how much 
students are benefitting from 
being with their teacher; inspiring, 
encouraging, challenging and 
supporting students to do their 
best at all times. I am encouraged 
by how students have responded 
so positively and how they are 
really listening to the individual 
feedback and advice that staff give 
them as to how to improve their 

work and take their thinking to 
a higher level. We may be doing 
things a bit differently, but it really 
is ‘business as usual’ in terms of 
our expectations of students, and 
indeed staff.

I must commend in particular 
our Year 7 students, who have 
really risen to the new challenges 
of life in secondary school. They 
are proving to be an enthusiastic, 
resourceful and resilient cohort. 
They are flying!
Mrs Wilson

finished, we followed the one-way 
system to our tutor rooms where 
we were given our timetables and 
planners.

It was a struggle moving from 
class to class, but everyone was 
very friendly to me (especially 
when I got lost). By the end of the 
day, my butterflies in my stomach 
had completely flown away and I 

was left buzzing with excitement 
for the rest of the week that 
awaited me.

Overall, I think it is fully safe 
to say I’m going to like it here at 
Maidenhill; I’m going to like it 
very much.

Lily Jade Smith, DRCL
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Year 7 Transition

It’s normal to feel nervous 
when starting something new, 

whether you are with your best 
friends or not. Maidenhill ensured 
that our transition from primary 
school to secondary school was as 
simple and joyful as possible.

We were uncertain about 
how our transition would happen 
due to Covid-19. However, the 
organised, friendly staff and 
teachers followed recommended 
guidelines to ensure the safest 
environment and minimal difficulty 
for us during our school day. This 
meant we had to sanitise our hands 

Due to current circumstances, 
Maidenhill School was unable 

to host our usual, physical Open 
events. To support our incoming 
Year 6 students to be able to 
make informed choices, we called 

and tables before and after lessons 
and breaks. You may have heard 
of some schools allowing a class 
to stay in one room only for the 
entire day. At Maidenhill, we use 
a one-way system which is just as 
safe, yet allows you to move around 
the school.

On our first day of school, we 
were gathered in our main hall 
for a welcoming assembly by our 
brilliant Head teacher, Mrs Wilson. 
There, she explained everything 
we needed to know, including our 
tutors and our tutor rooms. Any 
questions were answered. 

in a film crew towards the end 
of September to produce both a 
virtual Open Evening video and 
‘A Taste of Maidenhill’ montage, 
which are available on our website. 

The students had a great time 

filming and were truly tested on 
their presentation abilities. Many 
of our staff also stepped outside of 
their comfort zone in the interests 
of sharing what Maidenhill School 
has to offer. 

Many students asked if they 
could use mobile phones at school. 
At Maidenhill, you are allowed to 
use them, but only during lunch 
and break time, outside, and with 
permission from a member of staff.

We were taken to our tutor 
room by a guide who was available 
to guide us to any other room while 
we got used to the school. For the 
rest of the day we got to know the 
school, the people in it and the 
many new friends we soon made.

Bel Salisbury, 7FHCV and  
Emily Bown, 7HLF

Year 7 in the Movies…

Inspired by Mexican 
artist Frida Kahlo, 

Year 7 artists have 
been drawing and 
painting their own 
self-portraits. 
Art by Lily Smith, 
Ewan Jones, Emily 
Bown, Leo Wilkins, 
Dylan Hilling, Billy 
McLaughlin, Chloe 
Orion, Maisie Wall, 
Imogen Nash & Tiara 
King.
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Maidenhill School recently 
subscribed to Wheelers 

e-book library so that all students 
could always have access to 
reading material. Here’s what a 
couple of students who made good 
use of it over lockdown said: 

“I have started to read the Alex 
Rider series on the e-book platform. 
I chose them because they were on 
the recommended list and I had heard 
about them before. I have found 
it easy to browse because a good 
selection of books come up in the 
recommended section. I think there 
is a lot of book choice and the app 
is easy to use to read the books. It is 
useful to read them offline on the bus 
to and from school.” 
Pippa Benn, Year 11 

“The app is easy to use and it is 
easy to find what you want and get 
the books. It also reminds you what 
page you are on.”
Nicola Maiuga, Year 9

Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 
can narrow their choices down 

E books – anytime, anywhere

to books that have Accelerated 
Reader quizzes if they wish. 

Reading can help you 
understand the curriculum and 
help get better grades across the 
board, but reading gives so much 
more than that. 

Here’s a snippet of what you 
could be experiencing from the 
e-library, free, and with no worries 
about bringing them back!
Live dangerously, share the fears, 
thrills, and achievements of the 
characters, without any of the 
risk. Try White Rabbit, Red Wolf by 
Tom Pollock, Dark Waters by Cathy 
MacPhail or Almost True by Keren 
David 
Love Sport? Soccer Squad: Starting 
Eleven by Bali Rai, Own Goal by Tom 
Palmer or Rugby Rebel by Gerard 
Siggins 
Fancy a bit of a scare? Shiver by 
Alex Nye, Life sucks by Anne Rooney 
or The Call by Peadar O’Guilin 
Move back and forth in time: 
A tale of Time City by Diana 
Wynn-Jones, The Lottie Project by 

Jacqueline Wilson or The Button 
War by Avi 
Exercise your brain by solving 
a mystery: Kid got Shot by Simon 
Mason, Virals by Kathy Reichs, 
or Orphan, Monster, Spy by Matt 
Killeen
Free advice needed? Many 
teenage characters face things 
similar to what you face. Try 
Being Billy by Phil Earle, The 
unpredictability of being human by 
Linni Ingemundesen, Cloud-busting 
by Malorie Blackman 

If you haven’t already signed 
up, search for the Wheelers e-book 
app and download it on to your 
device. Open the app and search 
for Maidenhill School. You can also 
get at it via the e-library tile on 
RMUnify.

Who doesn’t sometimes have 
something to escape from? Noise, 
stress, siblings, parents, boredom. 
Whatever it is, life is better with a 
book. 
Mrs C Escott-Allen

Targets achieved!• In Term One, 49 students in  
Years 7, 8 and 9 achieved all three of  

their Accelerated Reader targets.
• 199 achieved one or two of their targets.
All success is rewarded with a certificate, if 
three targets are met there is also a prize.

A certificate and prize are also  awarded to the student who has  read the most words  in each class.
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When we started at 
Maidenhill, we did a ‘star 

reading’ quiz to tell us what level 
we should be reading at. Once we 
had found out our reading level, we 
picked a book. If you finished the 
book, you could take a quiz to see 
how well you had understood the 
book. If you did well, you had the 
chance of achieving targets and 
getting prizes. This encouraged 
many Year 7s to get reading and 
lots of us got merits and badges for 
doing well.

We were lucky enough to 
get ‘Bookbuzz’ books for free and 
we got to keep them! We had 
bookmarks and we had to tick 
which book we wanted. To decide, 
we watched a video of the authors 
telling us about their book. This 
helped us to decide which book we 
were going to choose.

There were seventeen books to 
choose from and many genres like 
action, adventure, comedy and non-
fiction. This meant there was a book 
for everyone. The book I chose was 
‘A Darkness of Dragons’. It is about 
what happened to the Pied Piper 
and the children after they were 
taken away. It was written by S.A. 
Patrick. 

The ‘Bookbuzz’ has helped 
me to find an author I didn’t even 

Bookbuzz

Word Millionaire

We love reading at 
Maidenhill School and are 

proud of how keen our students 
are to improve their reading 
ages by achieving their individual 
reading targets in Years 7, 8 and 
9 on Accelerated Reader. At the 
time of writing, 49 students have 
already achieved their 3 targets 
for Term One and this is sure 
to increase during the last two 
weeks of term.

Furthermore, we 
already have our first two 
Word Millionaires in Year 7. 
Congratulations to Daniel 
Evans-White and Mia Jennings 
who have read in excess of one 
million words! We would also like 
to congratulate students who 
became Word Millionaires during 
lockdown. They are: William 
Segelov, Nicola Maiuga, Amber 
Pexton, Patrick McLoughlin, Toby 
Wilkins, Libby Alliss and Finn 
Tyler-Meek.

We are pleased to be 
part of the Bookbuzz reading 
programme run by the Book Trust 
charity this year. All of our Year 
7 students have chosen a book 
from a carefully selected list of 17 
books and they will soon receive 
their own copy to keep.
Mrs H Mayes

Word Millionaire is one of the goals set on a website called Accelerated 
Reader. You read a certain number of books and then take a short quiz 

on them. Once you have read enough books to achieve the goal, you receive 
a badge to go on your blazer, showing that you are a ‘Word Millionaire’!

I think that it is a great achievement. It pushes and encourages you to 
read in order to get awards – including many merits – and an amazing sense 
of ‘I actually did this!’ I have found that it has also helped me to read a lot more 
than I did in primary school and has boosted my vocabulary. It has also helped 
me find a series of books I really enjoyed and encouraged me to read it.

I hope that it helps other students to read more. I definitely think that 
they should try it as it is amazing once you are a ‘Millionaire’.
Mia Jennings, 7DJF 

know. I loved his book and I am sure 
many Year 7s feel the same way. In 
conclusion, I think ‘Bookbuzz’ was a 
great thing for the school to do.
Mima Atkins, 7RTF

I started Maidenhill wondering 
about the library and reading. 

We did a quiz and I wondered 
what it was for. When we got our 
results, I took myself to the library 
to get a book. When I came back 
from the library, Mrs. Melendez 
gave me a bookmark which said 
‘Bookbuzz’ on it and in my head I 
wondered what that was. Then she 
said “Once you have watched all of 
the clips, tick a box and you will get 
that book to keep. I thought it was 
a really good idea to encourage 
children’s reading. I chose the book 
‘Icarus Was Ridiculous’ by Pamela 
Butchart.

The reason I chose it is because 
I love Greek myths that have been 
retold in a slightly different way. 
I have also read some of Pamela 
Butchart’s books before; I found 
one in a shop. All of her books are 
really funny. I also like how all of the 
characters agree on something and 
they think it’s real but it ends up 
being a description of someone they 
all know.
Isaac Page, 7DRCL

Reading at Maidenhill

Targets achieved!• In Term One, 49 students in  
Years 7, 8 and 9 achieved all three of  

their Accelerated Reader targets.
• 199 achieved one or two of their targets.
All success is rewarded with a certificate, if 
three targets are met there is also a prize.

A certificate and prize are also  awarded to the student who has  read the most words  in each class.
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FameLab was a really fun 
experience and very unusual, 

especially with all that’s going on 
this year. Before the final, we had 
to meet up with the winners from 
other schools, where we played 
games and also learnt new ways to 
express ourselves in our speeches.

After this, I stayed in contact 
with some of the other finalists and, 
right until the end, we supported 
and encouraged each other.

The final was especially good; 
the mute button stopped working 
a few times, which added some 
unexpected comedic value. The 
final winner was so deserving with 
a memorable speech about the sun 
dying.

Overall, this was a great thing 
that I was lucky enough to take part 
in, with a special thank you to Miss 
James.
Phoebe Fox, 10FDB

FameLab

Black History Month

Black History Month is a nationwide 
celebration of African and Caribbean 

culture, arts and history, which recognises 
the achievements and contributions of 
Black people to British society. In the United 
Kingdom it is observed annually in October.

At Maidenhill, we spent some time 
discussing why we have Black History Month 
and why it is important. A selection of relevant 
topics was chosen for students to discuss during 
tutor time. 

We looked at the Bristol Bus Boycott and 
the first black Rugby Captain. Students in Year 
9 also looked at ‘Soldiers of Empire’ in their 
history lessons, as well as Walter Tull – the first 
Black Army captain and first black professional 
football player. Mrs M Tardivel

We are proud to have been 
selected as Haresfield 

student leaders for 2020-2021 
and to be trusted to represent our 
community.

Our aim is to support students 
in our community wherever we 
can. We helped this year’s new 
Year 7 students to find their feet on 
Induction Day and physically find 
their way and settle into school life 
at Maidenhill.

We regret that, due to 
COVID-19 we are unable to do as 
much as we would like to in support 
of the Haresfield students.
Pippa Benn, Daisie Jones , Leona 
Beech – 11HGT

Congratulations to Maidenhill 
students who have 

collectively racked up 234 hours 
of voluntary service during their 
pursuit of the Bronze Award! 

They have helped those less 
fortunate, animals, younger siblings 
and those with Special Educational 
Needs to name but a few.

This shows a truly generous 
spirit and a willingness to help 
others which is genuinely 
commendable. 

Well done Maidenhill DofE 
Bronzers! Miss K Waterman

“From abolutionists to 
rap icons, from pioneers 
of modern nursing to 
Turner prize-winning 
artists and from 19th 
century social reformers 
to LGBTQI activitsts…”

Haresfield Student 
Leaders

Celebrating Success – 
DofE 

Remembrance Day

Students observed 
Rememberance  

day by holding two  
minutes silence on  
the 11th November.

Why do we have  
Remembrance?
• To remember
• To show respect
• To say thank you
•  To preserve  

peace and freedom

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you 
 

to the   
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award participants 

 
from  

Maidenhill School 
 

who donated  

 234 hours  

of voluntary service to the local community* 
The social value of these hours is 

 

£1,017.90 
 
 

* Number of hours of volunteer service  
is based on participants who have achieved their  

Volunteering section between 1 April 2019 and 31 March 2020 
 
 

July 2020 
 

 
HEATHER THOMPSON, DIRECTOR – SOUTH WEST 
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Y11 Girls’ Mathematics Olympiad

At the beginning of October,  
  5 Year 11 students took part 

in the mathematical Olympiad for 
girls. The paper was two hours 
long, with five questions. These 
questions were challenging and 
tested many mathematical skills. 

They helped us understand harder, 
more complicated problems. 

This will also help us with our 
GCSEs and if we decide to continue 
with A Level mathematics.

Pippa Benn – 11HGT

European Day of Languages

Science in the News

Every year on or close to 
26th September, Maidenhill 

School celebrates the European 
Day of Languages, and this year 
was no exception. We recognise 
and celebrate the importance of 
languages and communication in 
the modern world where only 20% 
of the world speaks any English at 
all. In Europe alone there are 24 
official languages and over 200 
languages spoken.

This year, every tutor group 
had the opportunity to take part in 
a language-themed quiz and DKW 
were the worthy winners, with 10 
questions all answered correctly. 

All our Year 7 students took 
part in an activity where they were 
challenged to submit as many 
words and phrases from different 

Last year Miss Pollock 
introduced a new initiative 

in science; an opportunity to 
learn about the world around us 
and science current affairs. 

Every fortnight, hundreds of 
our students carry out a “Science 
in the News” lesson where they 
read and review articles that 
have been recently published. 
We think about the robustness 
of the article we read. Can we 
trust it? Who wrote it? When was 
it published? We talk about how 
the article could impact others 
who read it, debating if they will 
have changed their views on the 
topic written about. We question 
if people will change their lives 
or actions as a result of the 
information. Are the facts and 
statistics clear enough for this to 
happen? We discuss new words 
that we may have come across 
and think about the structure of 
the article. 

The evaluations we have 
are brilliant - so much curiosity 
and insight from so many of 
our students! Often the article 
is followed by an extension 
task related to the theme, for 
example, we have recently 
created posters on saving our 
coral reefs from bleaching, 
written letters to the UN about 
weather prediction systems, 
designed robots to help with 
everyday life and much more. 

“Science in the News” has 
made a huge positive impact 
on staff and students alike and 
we look forward to discovering 
more about the world around us 
in the future. 

Miss H Webster

languages that they could glean 
from friends and family members. 
(Google translate was not an 
option). Every student participating 
received a merit and there were 
some lovely entries. 

There were 3 overall winners: 
Issy Meadows (7DJF), Tom Percival 
(7HLF) and Izabela Borowik 
(7HLF). We particularly enjoyed 
and commended Issy’s entry, which 
included lots of lovely idiomatic 
phrases, such as the Japanese: 
‘even monkeys fall from trees’, 
which we took to mean: even if you 
are good at something, you may not 
always succeed! 

Runners-up were: Emily Bown 
(7HLF), Will Mc Dermott (7DJF).

Mrs L Haymon-Collins

Natalie Brint , Maya-Rosa Blackie,  
Pippa Benn, Zoe Barton and Leona Beech
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Alumni

Meeting the challenges of the ASDAN Certificate of Personal Effectiveness

Betsey Hall, Eleanor Franklin 
and Charlotte Cousins, some 

of our 2018 GCSE students at 
Maidenhill, have written to update 
us on what they are up to.

“The uncertain times that hit 
us in March meant that our Year 13 
was cut short and, with unpredicted 

This term, six Year 10 
students have been working 

towards completing the 
ASDAN Certificate of Personal 
Effectiveness qualification. They 
have already completed several 
challenges linked to the module 
“The Environment”, including 
working as a team to tidy up the 
sensory garden, developing their 
knowledge of environmental issues 
and improving their research skills. 

On Wednesday 7th October, 
the ASDAN class went for a walk up 
Doverow Hill with Miss Wasley and 
Mrs Gough. We followed the public 

times ahead regarding our results, 
you could say we were a little 
worried!”

However, despite the difficulties 
and after putting in a lot of hard 
work, they completed their A levels. 
Betsey managed to achieve an A  
and two Bs and is continuing to 
work at the garden centre. For the 
time being, she would also like to 
gain additional work experience  
at the infant school before  
starting a nursing apprenticeship 
next year. Charlotte achieved a 
triple Distinction* in her Media 

TERM 3
Monday 4th January 2021 Start of Term 3

Tuesday 12th January 2021 Y11 Mock Results Day

Wednesday 13th January 2021  Y11 Parents’ Evening

Monday 25th January 2021 Y11 Leavers’ photographs

Thursday 28th January 2021 Y7 Parents’ Evening

Tuesday 9th February 2021 KS4 Choices Evening

Friday 12th February 2021 End of Term 3

TERM 4
Monday 22nd February 2021 Start of Term 4

Wednesday 10th March 2021  Y9 Parents’ Evening

Monday 29th March 2021 Y10 Parents’ Evening

Thursday 1st April 2021 End of Term 4

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Production course at Cirencester 
College and has started a CGI 3D 
Animation course at the University 
of South Wales. Eleanor went on  
to complete a level 3 Health and 
Social Care course at Cirencester 
College and also achieved a triple 
Distinction*. She is studying 
Paediatric Nursing at the University 
of the West of England (UWE) and 
has the option of specialising in 
other areas of children’s nursing 
once she has graduated.

We are super proud of them 
and wish them well.

footpath and ensured that we all 
adhered to the Countryside Code. 
We identified plants, insects and 
animals; taking care to not harm 
them. When we reached the top we 
admired the amazing views of the 
surrounding countryside. 
We were very lucky with 
the weather; the sun was 
shining and the ground 
was only a little muddy 
in places! The class will 
now produce a report 
including sketches and 
photographs of all the 
interesting things that 

they saw and this will complete 
another challenge. Well done to all 
the students for showing resilience 
and determination particularly with 
the steep climbs!
Mrs L Gough


